Guidelines for the preparation and conduct of the colloquium

A colloquium (from Latin “conversation, dialog”) is a form of current control of students' knowledge, which is conducted in the form of an interview between a teacher and a student on a topic independently prepared by a student.

It is used to test knowledge of a specific section (or a voluminous topic) and decide whether it is possible to proceed to the study of a new material. A colloquium is a conversation with students, the purpose of which is to reveal the level of mastering new knowledge. In contrast to the seminar, the main thing at the colloquium is the examination of knowledge in order to systematize it.

The purpose of the colloquium is to develop skills of analyzing theoretical problems based on independent study of educational and scientific literature.

Large, problematic, often controversial theoretical issues are submitted to a colloquium. The colloquium can be held on issues discussed at the seminars. Specific questions for the colloquium are not communicated to students, but are formulated in advance by the teacher. The estimated response volume should not be large (approximately 1.5-2 minutes), so that the teacher can have time to interview all students.

From the student is required:

    • possession of the material, studied in the course of the educational process relating to the problem under consideration;

    • having your own opinion on the issues discussed and the ability to argue.

A colloquium is not only a form of control, but also a method of deepening, consolidating students' knowledge, as during the interview the teacher explains the complex issues.

However, the colloquium is not a consultation and not an exam. It's main purpose is to achieve in-depth study of the selected material, to awaken the student's desire to read additional economic literature. Consultations precede the colloquium, and the exam completes the study of a specific section of the training course and should show the student's ability to use this knowledge during the preparation and delivery of the colloquium when answering exam questions.

Preparations for the colloquium.

Preparing for a colloquium involves several steps:

1. Preparations for the colloquium begin with the teacher’s  consultation, where he explains the detailed scope of the problem, recommends the literature to be studied and explains the procedure for conducting the colloquium.

2. As a rule, the student is assigned 3-4 weeks for independent preparation for a colloquium. Preparation includes the study of recommended literature and (as instructed by the teacher) note-taking of the most important sources.

3. At the instruction of the teacher, special essays may be prepared for the colloquium.

4. The colloquium is held in the form of an individual conversation of the teacher with each student or conversation in small groups (3-5 people).

5. Usually the teacher asks a few brief specific questions to determine the degree of conscientiousness of work with literature, controls the outline. Further, any aspect of the problem is discussed in more detail, which makes it possible to assess the level of understanding. The teacher also supervises the outline and essay.

6. According to the results of the colloquium, a differentiated assessment is issued, which has a large proportion in determining the current academic performance of a student.

Features and order of the colloquium. A student can consider himself ready for the delivery of a colloquium on his chosen work, when he has personally drawn up and processed a summary of the work submitted, he knows the structure of the work as a whole, the content of the work as a whole or its individual sections (chapters); knows how to uncover the problems under consideration and express his attitude to the readings and his doubts, and also knows how to convince the teacher that his judgments are correct. 

If a student during the colloquium in a group of students does not answer the question, the teacher can address it to other students who give up a colloquium on this work. In this case, the entire group of students will actively and thoughtfully work in the interview process. Each student should closely monitor the responses of their colleagues, strive to supplement them, i.e. actively participate in the discussion of this source. During the interview, the teacher may ask questions, guide the conversation, include other participants in the conversation. Each student should have a summary of the answers, which may be relatively brief, but informative. There should not be a colloquium without summaries of answers, because there can be no deep, serious study of works without taking notes, knowledge of the categories disclosed in the work. The student must see behind each concept and category the real processes and phenomena of social life.

A student’s answer to a colloquium is always commented briefly: “right or wrong”. At the colloquium teacher does not ask students at will. To receive a positive assessment, each student must answer 2-3 questions. In conclusion, students are given grades; evaluations are commented for those who want it.

Conducting a colloquium allows the student to gain experience in working on primary sources, which in the future will help to do course work while working on literature with less time and while preparing for exams.

Questions to the colloquium:

1. Socio-economic formations and civilizations.

2. The specificity of civilizations (state, society, culture) of the Ancient East and antiquity.

3. The formation of ancient Oriental despotism. The concept of the Ancient East.

4. Ancient India: the early stages of history. Power Mauryev and Gupta.

5. The main stages of the ancient Greek civilization in the context of world history: the Crete-Mycenaean civilization, the classical period, the Hellenistic era.

6. Roman period in the history of antiquity

7. Feudalism of Western Europe and the East: similarities and differences. (V – XV centuries.)

8. Western Europe and Asia in the XI-XV. Crusades and the role of the papacy in the XII-XIII centuries.

9. Absolute monarchy as the main type of socio-political organization of the post-medieval Western European society.

10. The Age of Enlightenment and the assertion of the ideals of individual freedom.

11. The Great French Revolution and the end of the Old Order in Europe.

12. European colonialism and societies of the East - from intercolonial conflicts to the battle of empires.

13. Eastern Slavs on the eve of the formation of the state. The emergence of the state of the Eastern Slavs.

14. The political development of Russia in the IX - XII centuries. Kiev princes.

15. Political fragmentation of ancient lands.

16. Culture of Ancient Russia.

17. Mongol-Tatar invasion in Russia and its consequences.

18. The struggle of the Russian people with the German and Swedish aggression in the XIII century.

19. The beginning of the union of the Russian lands. The rise of Moscow.

20. Formation of a single centralized state. Ivan III, Vasily III.

21. Internal political development of Russia in the XVI century. The reforms of Ivan the Terrible and the oprichnina.

22. Russia's foreign policy in the XVI century.

23. Fedor Ioannovich, Boris Godunov.

24. Russia in the 1605-1613.

25. Socio-economic development of Russia after the Troubles.

26. Domestic policy of the first Romanovs. "Rebel Age".

27. Russian foreign policy in the XVII century.

28. Russian culture XIII-XVII centuries.

